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« T he Wretched Miler ; Or ; M 


\ y 
| | God's Revenge againſt the Oppreſlor. 
/ Remarqueable in a moſt Miraculous Paniſhment inflited onthe Perſon of a Neto- 
| rious Uſurer, in Sunderiavd, neer New-Caftle, 
"TE Who having usjuſtly taken away two Kive from a poor Widdow, put them among 
twenty of bis own, which were all {truck by the band of heaven, and found dead 
% - thenext morning;the Widdows Kine only eſcaping; which ſad judgement when 
the Miſer hid ſeen, he fell x Curling, Blaſpheming, and Deriding Gods juſtice 
fl in ſuch words as are not fit to be named amongſt Chriſtians, 
'berenpon ke immediately Sunk into the Ground above the waſte, and there cons 
tinually Barketh and Howſeth like a Dog Day and Night, {til! beckening with 
his hand for aſſiſtance,tothe great terrour and amazement of all that ſee or hear 


him. Be 
| Conſume them in thy Virath, conſume thew that they may wot be. 
0 fxd =p let the let th he a noiſe like a Dop, and go round about the 
xa at evening let them return, et T0109 RARE 4 0, anag 
| Citz., Pſalm + 9. 13. 14+ With Allowance, 
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The Wretched miſer} or; God's 
Revenge againſt the Oppreſſor. 


He cry of the opprefled is ſo loud that it 
pierceth Heaven, and reacheth even to 
the cars ofthe Almighty, who is graci- 


ouſly pleaſed to eſpouſe their Quarrel, 


and to engage himſelf in their revenge, For the op- 


preſsion of the poor for the fighing of the needy 1 
will ariſe, ſaith the Lord, &c. plalm 12. 5. Bur in 
the cauſe of the Fatherleſs children and the widdow, 
God is pleaſed to declare himſelf more particularly 
concerned, and therefore whoſoever injureth or op- 
preſſeth them he proveketh the moſt high ro wrath 
and indignation againſt him, of which we ſhall fee a 

dreadfulexample in the enſuing Narrative, 
In the County of Sunderland not many miles from 
the Town of New-caſtle, there lately lived a perſon, 
(whoml forbear to name) of great wealth ; though 
not much re; utation in the Country where he lived, 
for the vaſt ſums of money he had raked tcgether 
were gotten by ſuch unjuſt and indire& ways that he 
was cnvyed by the rich,deſpiſed by the good,dread- 
ed by the poor, and hated by all men ; a wretched 
miſer he was that ſcarce allowed himſelf or his Fa- 
mily nece{{aries for the ſupport of Life, all the plea- 
ſure he rook in this world was in multiplying of his 
bags, theſe idols of filver and gold,to which he con- 
Rantly paid his Devorions, and to this end the bufi- 
neſs. of his whole life "we no other than to defraud 
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the rich, 8nd opprelſs the poor, reſcnvling his father 
the Devil in this , that he wentdayly too any fro, 
ſceking whom he might devonr , and having in him 
roo much of the nature of the Pine-rree , which De- 
ſtroys every thing that grows within the reach of it's 
ſhaddow.. : 

Not far from. his. houſe there dwelt. a Widdaw 
miſerable, who really wanted th.ofe neceſlaries tte 
miſer was afraid to make uſe ofz one that lived in a 
Cottage of Twf, more like a Den then a houſe, hav- 
ing ſcarce any other ſuſtainagce for her ſelf and two 
ſmall children than what ſhe receiv'd from two Kine 
which ſhe had the priviledge to keeP in an adjacent 
Common. Her Husband, it ſeems, in his life time 
owed this Miſer four pounds for rent, fora ſmall 


- Tenement he had taken of him :. and a very hard 


bargain it prov'd, for. with all his care and labour, 
in four years time he could compaſs to pay him no 
more then three pound of the principal Money , for 
which he took. his Acquictance,andthortly atter dy- 
ed. After his Death , the Widdow was very much 
troubled , partly for the loſs of her Husband, and 
partly for fear of the Vſureryleaſt if he ſheuld come 
and demand the remaining.twenty Shillings, before 
ſhe had wherewith to ſatisfie him,he might(accord-. 
ing to his uſual cuſtom) violently profecute her to 
the itter ruine of her ſelf-and children, to prevent 
which miſchief, (he wrought hard Night and Day, 
uſing all manner of thri{t, and allowing ber felt no 
more then would (as we ſay) juſt keep life and fon! 
together :. ſo with much ado ſhe had at laſt (to her 
great Joy) gotten up the twenty fhillings, which ſhe 
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3 
kept carefvlly in a Pitcher under-ground againſt the 
Miſer came for his Money, 

In very little time after he came and knocked at 
her Door, bur ſhe overjoy'd that ſhe had the money 
ready ,, before (ſhe would open the Door, ran and 
taking up ter Piccher, came to him very chearfully, 
Maſter, ſays ſhe, here is your money, aud with ir I 
give you a thouſand thanks : the Vſurer ſeeing the 
money , and fancying the Acquittancemight be loſt 
or miſlay'd (as indeed it was) replyed to her, VVo- 
man what coſt thou mean , to give me twenty Shil- 
lings inſtead of four pound? The poor woman ama- 
zed hereat,and not being able to prove the payment 
of three pound before,fcll upon her Knees and beg'd 
him for God's ſake that he would take what was 
kts due;and trouble her no more,for that ſhe had ſeen 
a-Quittance (as the poor Creature call'd it) under 


- his hand, for three pound.paid by her Husband. Bux 


he very impudemiTy Denycd the Receipr of any ſuch 
money , and Defircd' that God would infli& ſome 
heavy \udgemenc upon him , it evcr he ſawa penny 
of it, and ſo going away with horrible Curſes, and 
Oaths , in his Mouth , threatnirg to ſuc the poor 
VViddow' for his money, te lefr| er to her tears 
and prayers, miſerably lamenting hcr condition,and 
comforting her (clf only with the words of David: 
ſaying; i he Lora will be a Refuge for the oppreſſed, 
Refuge iu tineof trouble; Plalmg, g. 
VVivle che  Voman was in the mid of her af- 
f ion, vecpuig over her poor Infants, and every 
bur exp ir tle furyof the opprefſour : he con- 
Cludcd upon a. V Vrit of Arttaciment asthe ſpecdieſt 
way - 
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racle all his own cattle were Killed in the firangeſt 


-way to get his ovvn (or rather the VViddovvs mo» 


ney) into his hands, vvhich accordingly he obrained 
in very fevvy Days,and fervivg ir upon her tvvo Kine, 
he took them into his cuſtody , aadput them atnong 
evventy more vvhichhe had of his ovyn, The poor 
VVoman neither finding nor expecting mercy ar the 
hands of a mercileſs man , deſires earneſtly of Gad 


that he vvould be pleas*d according to his gracious 


promiſe,to plead her cauſe; & to deliver ber from the 


wolent man, Hovvever $he and her little ones vvent © 


that nighe ſupperleſs to bed for vvant of milk, almoft 
the on]y thing by vvhich they ſubfited, Little reft 


- vvas raken among them that night,the morhers heart 
-yvas too full of grief, and the childrens bellies roo 


. —_— ny 


empty of viduals to {leep or be ar quiet, and in this 


. condition atthe preſent vve leave them. 


_. The miſcr hardning himſelf in his wickedneſs, 
and having no remorſe of conſcignce for what he 
had done, flepr very ſecurely that night, abundantly 


 fatisfied that he had made a'ſmall addition to his 
Rock; lutle dreaming'that he had gotten a canker to 


eat up his eRatezor that the widdows lean Kine (like 


*Pheraohs)came in for the deſtruction of the far. But 


palking in the Morning: early to his Grounds he 
!t {o to his coſt, for by I know ror what mi- 


manner that ever eye beheld , nor one remaining a- 


live in the ground”, fave only the poor Widdows ; 


{ome kad their horns ſtuck falt in the ground till they 
had beaten themſelves to Death, others were blaſt- 
ed. with. Lightning, many riven in ſunder, and one 
Tnrodigjouſly Twell'd , with a kind of Corruption 
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boiling our of hegnoſe , .which ſkunk ſo loathſomely 
that none conld indure to:come nigh ber. The mifer 
at firſt could nor believe. his eyes , til being fully 
convinced of the eruth of the rusfortane þy his other 
ſences,he fell ro ſtamping, raving, curſing,(wearing, 
and rearing his hair as if he had been Diſtra&egd,one 
while blaſpheming againſt God, another while cur-- 
fipg and daming of the widdow and her Kine. 

A Neighbour of his perceiving him inthis our- 
rage, was walking up towards him, to ſee what was 
the mattcr,and being come almoſt ro him , he heard 
him wiſh the VViddow (ſuch a one) a Dog : there 


' would be Carrionenough for her : immediately up- 


on which words he ſunk by degrees into the ground, 
as faras his waſte, and fell ro-howling and barking 
like a Dog, after ſo ſtrange and terrible a manner, 
that he was afraid to come near him : ſo that mak- 
ing what hafte he could away, he reported the thing 
kliuely in the neighbouring Village , infomuch 
rhat it was quickly noiſed far and wide, and imme- 
diately thouſands of people flocked from all parts 
toſee and hear this Prodigious Miracle : and there 
is ſcarce a man in all that part of the Country , bur 
is ready to teſtifie that he hath been both an eye and 
car witneſs of this dreadful example of wrath and 
jaſtice. For any perſon at Noon-day may both hear | 
him bark and how], and ſee him wave his hand, and 
ſtruggle, a5 it were, roget out of the ground, bur all 
ſpectators are ſtruck with ſuch horrour and amaze- 
ment, that none durſt go vigh him , cicher-co view... 


| him, or relieve him. 


The Magiſtrates ef the adjacent Burrough, being. - 
informed 


(6s) 
informed as wellofthe Injury the poor Widdow had 
received, as alſo of the wonderful judgement infli&- 
ed on the Miſery repaircd tothe place , reſolving ro 
relieve the former, gnd þe latisfied in the latter, and 
when- they had been cotffirmed in- the erath of the 
whole matter,they admoniſhed the peop'e in thc farſt 
place to take warning by the fad ſpeAable before 
them, to take care how they oppreſled their Neigh- 
botrs,and of proveking God, c{pecially in ſe high a 
xyature as.that-wicked wretch had dene., and in the 
Rext place they thought convenient to order the-re- 
ftoring of the Two remaining Kine to the poor 
Widow; whoſe right they were : ro which the Re- 
Jations of .the VV retched Ulurer moſt readily con- 
ſented, DEE nt x 

The Woman being overjoyed at the ſight of her 


"Kine , could not bur return her bearty thanks to 4l- 


mighty God for his vvonderful Provi-lence tovyards 
her,and like a good and churitable Chriſtian, Imme- 
diately fell ro hcr prayers,that God would be pleaſ- 
ed to give the wretch that had injured her,a ſenſe of 
his Sins , and if it were his bleſſed will, to take off 
his heavy hand, and to reftore him to his former 
condit:on ,. bur as yet God hath not heard her 
prayers, and whar will be the effc& thereof he only 
knows to whom they are made, z ſure I am that ut 
will well become every Chriſtian to make his peace 
with God in time ,} and from this dreadful example 
to learn to ſerve the Lord with fear and trembling, 
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